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taras of Visnu, 6ri Rama and 6ri Krsna4. God-'
incarnates into history at critical periods to restorer
righteousness and punish wickedness. Even such
punishment is ultimately only for the reformation
of the wicked man. There are eighteen Pziranas
of which the chief are the Visnupurana and the
Bhagavata. They are chiefly cosmic accounts
dealing with the origin, the preservation and the'
destruction of the Universe. Their chief aim is-
to bring out the increasing purpose of God as
raksaka or the maker of mnktas. The Agamas
explain the way in which God comes down to the-
world of man in the form of area or idol in order
to redeem him from his sinfulness. The hymns
of the Nayanmars and the Alvars are mainly
sung in praise of area or idol in the temple for
the bestowal of His redemptive grace.

The study of the Vedas, the Smrtis, the-
Itihasas, the Puranas, the Agamas and the-
experiences of the Alvars and the Nayanmars
reveal the inner truth of religion, viz,, the gradual
descent of God to the human level to lift him up
to fche Divine level. The Brahman of the Vedas-
becomes the antaryamin of the Yedanta, the"
Isvara of the Smrtis and the Pur anas, the' Ava-
tQra of the Itihasas and the area of the-Agamas,
Aivars and Nayanmars. With God's grace man
ascends from the animal and human through the-